
RAINMAKER  
C BTRY, 2D BN, 122D FIELD ARTILLERY 

UNIT TRAINING NEWSLETTER 
 OCT 03 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  

1 Drill Dates 2 Recruiting Notes

1 This Drill 2 Family Support Notes

1 Battery Notes 2-3 Training Notes

1 Readiness Notes 3 Commander’s Notes

1-2 Admin Notes   

2 Supply Notes   
  
 

Drill Dates               
OCT 17-18-19 MUTA 5  CD/PMI               
NOV 7-8-9       MUTA 5 IWQ/APFT          
DEC 13      MUTA 2 Holiday/Awards
 
As of this printing we are at threat level: 
(YELLOW)  
The Force protection condition is: 
(BRAVO) 
 

This Drill 17-18-19 OCT 03 MUTA 5 
Primary focus of October drill will be Civil Disturbance and 
PMI Training.   We will also be conducting mandatory soldier 
briefings. 

Battery Notes 
1SG Carson will have a meeting about STPA with all Section 
Sergeants at 2030 Friday night on the stage.  STPA 
worksheets will be handed out and completed at that time for 
the January STPA List.  After the STPA worksheets are 
complete, SSG Johnson will review the NCOER process with 
all raters.  NCOER quarterly counseling needs to start with 
the new rating period. 
 
First formation Friday 17 Oct. will be at 1900 
hrs. Uniform is B.D.U.   This is an overnight drill.  Bring all 
uniform items for duty uniform (BDUs) and PT uniform (old 
style is still authorized), and personal hygiene items. 

Readiness Notes 
****ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER****              

timothy.w.johnson@us.army.mil 
 

If you would like to start receiving the unit newsletter via 
email please send a request to the above email address.  You 
must have an AKO or Military email account to receive it.  
To view it you also must have Adobe Acrobat Reader.  If you 
do not have Acrobat, you can get a copy from you Section 
Sergeant or SSG Johnson or you can download it from 
http://www.adobe.com/ 
 
This is a whole new format for us, so if you have any ideas for 
our little newsletter contact SSG Johnson.  If you would like to 
write something to put in the newsletter, contact SSG Johnson 15 
days prior to the 1st of the month. 
 
Alert Roster: All group leaders will receive a copy of their page 
of the alert roster to verify all information.  Corrections must be 
turned in to SSG Johnson no later than 1200 Saturday. 
 
RCAS Computer Passwords: All Section Sergeants need to see 
SSG Johnson to arrange a RCAS Password so you can use the 
unit computers.   Some of you have filled out the paperwork and 
your logon IDs and Passwords are in. 

Admin Notes 
Sponsors: Sections need to send all new personnel to the orderly 
room to in process with a sponsor this drill.   See SGT Zaylik, the
Retention NCO for a list of people he needs to meet with. 
 
Upcoming ETS’s: The following soldiers ETS next month. 
 
6-NOV– SPC Gerber 
25-NOV – CPL Carrick 
 
There are bonuses available, so please talk to the Retention NCO 
or SSG Johnson to see what is available to you.  You are all very 
important to the unit and the ILARNG.  Mission accomplishment 
requires qualified soldiers and the loss of just one can be felt 
throughout the command. 
 
Awards: If you have any awards to submit for the last year, give 
them to SSG Johnson this month so they can be processed in 
time for December drill.  If you have any questions about how to 
fill out the paperwork, see SSG Johnson this month. 



RAINMAKER  2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are having problems about your military duty with 
your employer, see SSG Johnson to help you work it out.  
You can find more information about your rights and 
responsibilities at http://www.esgr.org/ 
 
Happy Birthday to the following soldiers:  SGT Douglas 
Spires (2 OCT), SFC Edward Panosh (4 OCT), SPC 
Matthew Gerber (13 OCT), PVT William Kovacs (14 
OCT), PFC Ryan Duffy (16 OCT), SSG Todd Gage (17 
OCT), PVT Kristopher Mavis (17 OCT), SPC Christiaan 
Mihm (22 OCT). 
 
All soldiers with birthdays this month need to stop in the 
orderly room for their annual records review. 
 
Attendance rosters from each section MUST be in to 1SG 
Carson no later than 1930 Friday, 0900 Saturday and 0900 
Sunday in order to get your soldiers paid. Ensure all names 
are coded properly. 
 
Pay Issues:  Pay branch has 30 days to process your drill 
pay and get your money deposited into your account.  
Usually, your pay will be deposited within 2 weeks, but 
there will be times when it may take longer.  If you want to 
check on the day your money will be deposited into your 
account, you can view your LES online at 
http://www.dfas.mil/mypay/ 
All soldiers should be using this online service to follow up 
on pay issues.  This year, the government plans on not 
sending hard copies of your W-2 for taxes.  You will only 
be able to get your W-2 from this web page.  If you need a 
PIN number, you can get one mailed to you by clicking on 
the “How Do I Get A New PIN?” link.  Start using this 
system now so you don’t have any problems getting your 
W-2 at the end of the year. 
 

SUPPLY NOTES 
Clothing:                                                                                
Check the board during drill for any recent receipts.  See 
SPC Neef to pickup your clothing or TA-50.      
 
If you are planning on transferring to another unit out of 
state of if you ETS in the next 30-60 days, you need to see 
SSG Salemi this drill 
 
Attention:  There is way too much traffic coming to supply 
for miscellaneous items such as rank, etc.  Chiefs – get a list 
of items your section needs after formation and turn it in to 
Supply.  Supply will get the items together and issue them 
directly to the Section Chief or a Squad Leader. 
 
The following soldiers need to see supply about TA-50 
inventories:  COLLINS, CRUM, CYTRYCH, DASE, 
GAGE, GRIMES, HOPPER, KAUS, KRAMER, LONG, 
MARTIN, MEYERS, MURRAY, PANOSH, ROY, 
UPTON, WHITCRAFT, ZIPPE. 

All PMCS documentation on your vehicles and howitzers must 
be completed Saturday morning.  Turn in one copy to SSG 
Stecher and keep one copy in your section book.  1LT Mette 
will keep a copy in the BTRY Maintenance Status Binder after 
the maintenance section reviews and notes part numbers to 
order for each 2404.                                    
  

RECRUITING NOTES 
You can still get an Airborne School slot if you refer 5 people 
that join the National Guard prior to 30 November.  Contact 
SSG Buttram (815-895-8205) for more information 
 
The following soldiers have given unit referrals in the last 
month:  SPC Dulaca (2 leads), SPC Quintero (1lead), SGT 
Riley (4 leads), SSG Siener (1 lead).  Thanks for the hard work 
and your efforts to increase unit strength. 
   
Thank you for all of the support with our recruiting events.  We
are definitely making our presence known in the community 
and it is having a great impact on improving our recruiting 
efforts.  Check the schedule outside the Recruiting Office to 
see if there are any events you can sign up for. 
 
The following soldiers have assisted at recruiting events in the 
last month:  SPC Tokarz, CPL Berg and SSG Siener (Kendall 
County Fair) – SPC Mihm, SPC Wolff, CPL Berg, SGT Riley 
(NIU Football) – SPC Mihm, CPL Berg (Sycamore vs. Dekalb 
Football) – CPL Berg, SGT Spires (Sycamore Speedway) – 
SPC Myers (Maple Park Parade), PV1 Seivert, SPC Levy, SPC 
Tokarz, CPL Berg, SGT Franklin (NIU Football) – PV2 
Richard, SGT Spires (Sycamore Football)                                  
 
Family Support Notes 
The Family Readiness Group is in need of volunteers that may 
want to do the following:  
Write newsletter articles  
 Plan holiday drill 
 Build care packages  
 Drive to Camp Atterbury and work a hot dog stand on the 

M16 range for NOV drill 
 Wrap presents for Santa 
 Work a snack table at drill 
 Anything we may need additional help with  

Contact SSG Johnson or SSG Salemi at 815-895-2566 to let 
them know you would like to volunteer your time to assist us 
here at Charlie. 
 
Training Notes 
Defensive Driving Course (DDC).  It is a requirement for all 
ILARNG soldiers to get this course done. Please refer to the 
link on the next page and get it started. It’s a good class and 
most insurance companies will give you a break on your 
insurance if you complete this course.  All Section Drivers will 
complete this course at drill this month.  Drivers will not be 
released until this course is completed or the CDR releases 
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you.  If you have access to a computer with Internet, you 
should try to get this started prior to drill to make sure you 
are released with the rest of the Battery.  Remember that we 
only have one computer for you to work on during drill. 
 
You can start the course by following these directions: 
 
New Students - 

1. Go to www.safetyserve.com/arng   

2. Click on “New Student” and then click “New
Student Registration”. 

3. Type in “IL2317” as your ACCESS CODE and
click on “Submit”. 

4. You will be presented with a registration page.
Type in your information, including a Login ID
and a password of your choice, UIC is WPL3C0
and unit address is at the end of this newsletter.
Then click on “Submit”. 

5. You will be presented with the “My Place” page.
Click on Health and Safety and then click on NSC
Defensive Driving under available courses to begin
the course. 

 
Returning Students –  

1. Go to www.safetyserve.com/arng     

2. Click on “Returning Student” button. 

Type in your Login ID and your password, created by 
you during registration, and click on “Login”. 
   
When you complete the course, print the completion form 
and bring it to the Orderly room to be filed in your records.
 
Soldiers attending schools this month: 
PV1 Hopper – Basic Training – 7 October – Reserved  
CPL Kwak – PLDC – 10 October – Wait  
SGT Riley – PLDC – 31 October – Reserved  
 
Soldiers who completed schools last month: 
SFC Obenauf – Sling Load Inspector Certification 
SGT Murray – Sling Load Inspector Certification 
SGT Riley – Sling Load Inspector Certification 
SPC Patti – Sling Load Inspector Certification 
SPC Quintero – Sling Load Inspector Certification 
 
SLIC:  We have a lot of Sling Load Inspector Certification 
(SLIC) slots open to us right now.  This course is 5 days 
and is extremely valuable to you and to the unit for our Air 
Assault missions.  It is highly recommended that anyone 
who wants to go to Air Assault School (AASLT) first 
attend SLIC.  The number one reason people get dropped 
from AASLT (after zero day) is they do not pass the sling 
load phase.  Check the unit web page or the schools bulletin 
board in the armory for available dates. 

PLDC:  We have a lot of soldiers (you know who you are) 
who are in E-5 slots and need to schedule a date for PLDC.  
We also have not been seeing any completion certificates for 
the Pre-PLDC sub courses that are required prior to attending 
PLDC.  If you can not make the commitment to complete these 
courses, you will have to be removed from your E-5 slot and 
replaced with someone who can complete the required training.
The one area of our readiness that we are not rated in the 
highest category is our NCO leadership.  By not completing 
these courses, you are losing money by not getting promoted 
and you are negatively impacting the unit.  Enough said.  Get 
scheduled for school this month. 
 
PT Uniforms:  Gray PT wear out date!  Beginning Oct. 1 the 
Army's old, gray physical fitness uniform will no longer be 
authorized, and all Soldiers must own the improved PT 
uniform, which hit the shelves three years ago.  If you are 
scheduled for any schools, you will need the new PT uniform.  
Anyone who does not have the new uniform must give their 
sizes to supply ASAP so we can order the uniforms as funding 
comes available. 
 
Commander’s Notes  
I wish to commend the unit for an outstanding past training 
year.  Keep your focus on doing what is right, by your own 
training performance and what you demand of those who serve 
under you.  You have consistently set the bar high, both for 
yourself and the 2-122 FA, and for all Reserve units.  Keep up 
the good work.  
 
Congratulations to the following soldiers on their extensions in 
the ILARNG: SSG Kevin Burke (3 yrs), SGT Shawn Franklin 
(3 yrs), SPC John Deboef (1 yr).  Retention is our strength.  
Your experience is one of the most valuable commodities we 
have to accomplish our mission. 
 
Best wishes to the following soldiers who have completed their 
time of service in the ILARNG:  SSG Shai Anderson (trf to 
Army Reserve), CPL Joshua Janssens (ETS).  Thank you for 
your honorable service! 
 
CPT Gregory J. Parks  
C, 2-122 FA Commander  
516 E State Street, Sycamore, IL 60178  
Comm: (815) 895-2566 
Fax: (815) 895-8308 

 

Next Drill – November 7-8-9 

 
 
 
 

 


